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Compiled by
Army Spc. Michelle M. Scsepko
The Wire

Q: Who isthe man behind thewhed of the
shuttle bus at GTMO?

A: Pfc. Eric J. Brown, A.K.A. ‘The Secret
Undercover Lover!

Q: Wha kind of dearance is that, and
where did you get it?
A: Youvegot to be born withiit.

Q: Ever have your 15 minutes of fame?
A: Inmy own my mind. But serioudy, not
until I'mrich.

Q: Where are you from?
A: I'm gationed a Fort Hood, Texas, but
I'm origindly from New Y ork City.

Q: How long have you been here?
A: lve beglghaes'noe February.

Q: And how's GTMO been tregting you?

A: Not o bad, a firg | did alot of party-
ing, but thet got old. Now, just rdax and play
ball.

Q: Basketbd|?
A: Yeah, | love bdl. | dways wanted to
play inthe NBA.

Q: Driving the bus, you must meet alat of
different people?

A: That'soneof the bonusesto my job. I've

met alot of different people, people from dif-

ferent branches and backgrounds.

Q: Noticeany differences between the per-
sondlities of the members of the services?

A: All I'l say is some branches, which |
won't name, never walk. They'll take the bus
to go down the block.

Q: Anything out of the ordinary ever take
placeonntﬁebus?

A: Besidesthe occasiond person throwing
up, it dways amazes me how lost people can

15 Mihutes
O HEAINE

With Army Pfc. Eric ]. Brown

fused. | don't get how that's possible.

Q: So, when you're not being entertained
or disgusted by your passengers, what do you
do to get you through the day?

A: | like to ligten to music, mainly R&B
and rgp. Too bad theradio rardly playsany.

Q: Wha do you do when you want to
relax?

A: | like going to the beach. It's redly
peaceful there.

Q: Wdl, you mus have come up with
some interesting theories and philosophies,
with al the time youve had to think. Care to
shareany?

A: | think that people should pray for what
they need and work for what they want. | think
it'simportant to have faith in God.
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“There is a special thing on this island and if you never met me you wouldn’t know about it.”

Q: What have you been praying and work-
ing for lately.

A: I've been praying for the United States
and itstroops that everything will bedl right,
and I've been working to make money.

Q: Trying to save any?
A: Yesh, and I've been doing pretty well.
Getting alot use out of my med card.

Q: So what are you looking forward to
upon leaving GTMO?

A: Travd! | miss being mobile There are
only so many placesto go here

Q: Guessyou would know. Thank you for
your time. Isthere any thing youd like to say
beforewewrap up?

A: I'd like to say to everyone here that
thereisagpedid thing onthisidand andif you
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Letters from the
detainee camp

B
A¥my Pfc. Jean-Carl Bertin
The Wire

Although the detainess of the
U.S. war on terrorism are not
considered prisoners of war, they
are provided here & Camp Ddta
with some of the privileges
afforded POWSs. One of those is
to send and receive mail.

Upon ariva here, they are
given the option to fill out ashort
postcard confirming where they
are and that they are safe.

Provided with pencils and
other writing accessories, the
detainees are dlowed to send
four postcards and two letters
esch month.

And Army Master Sgt. Debra
Tart, of the 160th Military Police
Battalion S1 shop, might be
caledtheir postmaster. Tartisthe
noncommissioned officer in
charge of the detainees mail
operation, and every piece
of detainee mal has to go
through her.

"My primary mission here is
to handle al aspects of detainee
mail operations. | must track
each piece of incoming and

outgoing mail individualy,”
she said.

“I mugt be able to say where
in the process that mail is upon
request,” she added

But before the outgoing mail
reaches Tart's shop, they haveto
be screened by S2, which hasthe
mission to prevent the dissemi -
nation of information that could
be detrimental to camp function,
for§? protection, or ongoi ng
intelligence operations, sai :
John Lg Kaqe,p\?\;ho works forst%ce
160th MP BN S2 counter intelli-
gence section.

"We read every single piece of
mail that comesin or goes out of
this camp. We're looking for
indicators. location of the camp,
obvioudy; guard shifts, thrests
to U.S. peasonnd or anything
dse If there's anything of intelli-
gence vaue, we make sure we
take care of that," he added.

Most correspondence has to
be trandated first. Some of the
most common languages that
detainees use in their letters are
Arabic, Fars (Persian), Pashtu

See MAIL, page 5

A look inside...
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Workin’ on a building,
a Camp America building

Navy Seabees, the hammer-wieldinc%hsailors responsible
for the construction of Camp X-Ray, .
“hooch” in the ever-growing living area at Camp America.

row up a new

be here. They walk around looking so con- never met me you wouldnit know about it. First MPs Cardboard Army has
to show boats hit the its hoops
’ = ' get to go high seas revenge
Next week’s 15 minutes of fame could be you! Page 3 Page 8 Page 15
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Trust God to lead you out of
tough circumstances

Some dircumgtances in your life - such as
financid problems, maritd difficulties or seri-
ous illness - might leave you feding trapped.
But no matter hopdess your sStuation
might seem, God can and will leed you out of
it if you trust Him. Here are some principlesto
keegp in mind when you fed trapped:

"Redlize that God means for you to be
whereyou are”

"Be more concerned for God's glory than
for your reief.”

"Acknowledge your enemy, but kegp your
eyesonthe Lord"

"Prayt”

Policy Reminders

The use of government vehidles and gov-
ernment contract vehicdles during off-duty
hourswill belimited to establishments provid-
ing goods and sarvices to the servicememboer.

If agovernment vehicleor government con-
tract vehicdle is used to trangport personnd to
edtablishments thet serve dcohal, the driver is
considered on duty as described in Policy Let-
ter #1; Alcohol Consumption.

At no time will any JTF160 personnel
operate a vehicle while under the influence of
acohal.

(From Policy Letter #20; JTF160 Vehidle
Use Reguldions)

Remember: If you drink, don't drive. You
will fined, subject to UCMJ, lose your privi-
leges, and your state DMV will be notified.
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Commander:

Brig. Gen. Rick Baccus
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Lt. Col. Joseph A. Hoey

Online at:
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ment (PCH) assigned to the Joint Information Bureau at
JTF-160. Some content is collected from the World Wide
Web and edited to fit. This publication is printed under the
provisions provided in Army Regulation 360-1 and does
|l not reflect the views of the Department of Defense or the

personnel within.
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"Say calm and confident, and give God
timetowork."

"When unsure, take the next logical step by
faith."

"Ernvision God's enveloping presence.”

“Trust Gad to ddiver in His own unique
way.

"View your current crigs as a faith builder
for the future”

"Don't forget to praise Him"

Submitted by N Lt. Sharon Bush,
CHC, USNR i

Vidting hours for JTF160 personnd in
BEQ, BOQ and CBQ housing, induding Gold
Hill Towers are asfallows

Sunday-Thursday and holidays before a
duty day, 1100-2200 hours, Friday, Saturday
and the day before alegd holiday, 1000-2400
hours.

As a common courtesy, permission should
be obtained from roommeates for dl visting,
paticularly for group guests. Sponsors must
accompany guedsat al times.

Unescorted guests are not permitted in
quarters.

(From Policy Letter #11; JTF160 Visting
Hoursin Quarters)

-- from the JTF-160 Provost Marshal's Office
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Happy Birthday,
U.S. Army

As we cdéebrate the anniversary
of the birth of the United Sates
Army, we can all reflect on why we
arehere. For 227 yearsit has been
the citizen soldier who has been
called upon to defend our way of life.

Our freedoms are being ques-
tioned again. We have left the com-
forts of home once again to showthe
world that we are willing to defend
what we have.

As | walk among our service
membersand talk with them, | finda
renenved sense of determination to
take care of busness and show the
world not to mess with us. Our
young men and women in uniform
today are the best that America can
produce, and | am proud of the pro-
fessonalism| find among youl.

Each and every person at GTMO
is making a contribution to the suc-
cess of this misson.. Do not take
what you do for granted, because |
surely do not.

Wefollow in the steps of our fore-
fathers and continue to say "Don't
Tread on Us"

——
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Redemption: Army sinks Navy on hardwood

By Army Spc. Joseph A.
Morris and Army Spc. Jose
A. Martinez

The Wire

The Army hed its rev in
the find “ g;tytleof the BrggleweS’
match-up, a par of basketbdl
games June 8 a the Main Gym.

After last week's defeats to the
Navy on the footbdl fidd, the
Army was determined to win the
battle on the hardwood.

Gameonefeatured thefemales
in a wel-played defensive firg
haf wherethe Navy hddthelead
10 to 6. Both teams came out
grong in the second half and bat-
tled and forth down the
court. With tightly matched
offendgve and defensive play, the
Army went up by two pointswith
under aminute left in the game.

With only seconds left on the
clock, Navy desperately tried to
comeback and snk ashat, but the
Army's defense held on for a 25
23victory.

“It was a tough defensive

It came down to the wire,
but the Army came out on top,”
sad Sgt 1 Class Franklin M.
Blache, coach of the Army's
femdeteam.

“I am glad that we won. My
shots were nat fdling in the bas-
ket, s0 | had to come inside and
sore some points” sad Mg.
Sharon D. Green, from JTF 160,
who led the Army's team to vic-
tory scoring 17 points.

In the second gamethemaes

came out determined to put more
points on the board. In a close
firg hdf, the Army held just a
two-point leed when the buzzer
sounded.
But the team came out and
ﬁla%/_ed,asBlachehad edicted at
aftime, “Army etball -- |
guarantee the second half will not
evenbeclose”
And after hdftime, the Army
turned up the heat and outplayed
the Navy. With solid play in the

second hdf, Army came out vic-
torious winning 51 to 39.
“It fet to beat the Navy

on their home court,” said Arl
Spc. Wascar Vizeaino, of the mil-
itary police brigade who scored 9
pointsin the victory.

“There are dways gtrong bat-
tles between the Army and
Navy,” sad Bishop. "The Ar
omaalayed us %ﬁ%m, but &
time '\|Ne‘ll give them a better

“It wes a good game" sad
Saff Sgt. Harry G. Darden, the

Army’s loudest fan in the crowd.
“We played basic basketbd | sart-
ing out dow andthenturningit up
inthe second hdf. Wewere able
to win, jus like we knew we
would.”

With the softbal game
planned for June 15 recently can-
cded, Saurday’s was the
last matchup of this* Baitle of the
Branches’ season.

“This was the revenge game”
sid Blanche “And now well
havethelagt word.”
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Spc. Wascar Vizcaino of the Army squad goes strong to the hoop in the first half.
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Navy HM3 Kizzy H. Duncan tries to make her way around the Army's defense.

Photo by Army Spc. Joseph A. Morris
Army comes out victorious in the season’s final “Battle of the Branches” matchup.
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Too easy: MWR staff wants you fit

By Army Spc. Jose A. Martinez
The Wire

The way the people & Morde, Wefare and
Recregtion seeit, if%ou'renot mentally and phys
icdly fit you can't do your job.

The job of MWR Athletic Director Donnell
Danid and his 13 gaf members a the G. T.
Denich gym here, is to give you -- the soldiers,
sdlors, Maines and coast guardsmen of Joint
Task Force 160 a Guantanamo Bay -- plenty of
opportunitiesto get fit for work and say thet way.

“That'sour god," sad Danid. “Wearehereto
improvethequdit;l/?f Iifle Fitnessisaway of Iirf‘g
itcan our li e Wetrytoputt
avaiety p>r/ogra“r§%a aregrgod %my for
the JTF-160 people, but for the Guantanamo Bay
community at large”

Danid sayshecould not doit without histaff.
“The people on s&ff are greet here, and | would
not trade them for any in the world. It has been
redly greet working here”

Certainly Daniel has been a lot buser since
Jenuary, with theinflux of servicemembersarriv-
ing aspart of ation Enduring Freedom.

ngHiSpg)td isot(‘))%ominue to mrt]a% thet increased
demand with increased supply.

“When the JTF160 personnd darted coming
to the base, we became more proactive with the
programs avaladle” he sad. "We want them to
fed comfortable here”

“JTF160 now hasits own MWR representa:
tive, so we can work closdly together to create
more programs”

There are three exercise fadlities currently
open on base: themain G.J. Denich gym in town,
the Body Shop gym on Marine Hill and the gym
a Camp Ameica

All these fadilities have freeweights, weight-
mechinesand cardiovascular exerciseequipmen.

Denich gym has yoga, tae-kworn-do and spin-
ning dasss, a multi-purpose “cardio” room,
indoor racquetbal and basketbdl courts, and a
saunaroom. Danid triesto come up with plenty
of incentives - from mugs to jackets to Bench

Press Club t-hirts - to use them.
“We try to meke things compdtitive” he sad.
“Compeition makes the programs more fun.”
MWR is dso sponsoring a 5K run this Satur-
day, a Fourth of July "Liberty Run” and a com
memorative 911 Run” to be hdd July 20th.
Thereaed of team -- suUmmer
leeguesin bﬂ(agd%tbdl, soooermand bowl -
ing -- including the popular “Battle of the
Branches’ contests between Army and Navy.
But for Danid, it's not importat whether
you're Army or Navy, whether you hit the gym,

Pholby Army Spc. Jo
Daniel with the man he calls “the third hardest-working
man in the world,” MWR staffer Paul MacDonald.

joinateam, or work out on your own -- aslong as
you're getting fit somehow.

“The qudlity of life is whet isimportant,” he
said. “Wewarnt to keep you active. An active per-
onisahappy person.”

For those looking to make exercise a bigger
part of ther lives Danid sayshe hasagreat way
to dart: the MicroFt machinein the Main Gym.

“The Micro-Ht machine records the fitness
leve of the individud," he said. “Then, dfter the
test, we can design a persond workout program.
We will teach t flexibility and teach them
how to work out with weights.”

Soon, Danid planstoincressethe MWR gff,

add another MicroFt mechine, and

|

bring more dasses and organized pro-
%aa“nswtto remote Camp Americaso
thet peopledon’t havetoridethebuses
# v tofind MWR -- helll bring MWR to
g them L
v For now, though, Danid invites dl
—— servicemembers to come to the Main
— Gymand szt up an gppointment for the
/ fitnesstedt -- free of charge.
“We do about 40-50 fitness tets a
week,” he sad. “The process is rda
$ tively quick and painless-- oneminute
‘ of pushrup and St-ups, five minutes
riding abike. There is a heart monitor
A8~ we hook up on you while you do the
N | exedses”
“TheresultscomeinandtheMWR

Photo by spe. Jose Marinez Wil St Up & fitness program,” he sad.
Donnell Daniel, Athletic Director at MWR.

“Itsassmple astha.”

Summer leagues start soon. Sign up now
through your chain of command to play soft-
ball, soccer, basketball or bowling (fee
involved). Leagues start at the end of the
month. Schedules run on different days so you
can sign up for more than one league. If any-
one is interested in a volleyball league pass it
up to JTF-160 J5 through your chain of com-
mand. For more info call CPT Gormly, X5249

Today, Friday, June 14th
Water aerobics, 6-7 p.m., Marine Hill pool
Xtreme bowling, 7-12 p.m., Bowling Center
All day social, Liberty Center, CBQ

Free Movie, downtown or Camp Buckeley
Lyceum, 8 p.m.

Saturday, June 15th
Army vs. Navy 5K run, 6:30 a.m. Denich Gym

GTMO flea market, community center, Marina
Point

104th Philippine Independence Day celebra-
tion 7 pm, Windjammer Club

Free Movie, downtown or Camp Buckeley
Lyceum, 8 p.m.

Northeast Gate Bus Tour, Marine Hill 7:30
am.

Sunday, June 16th
Xtreme bowling, 1 to 6 p.m.
Bingo, Windjammer, 6 p.m.
Sign-up for swimming lessons x2193
Fathers Day Paintball, 1 to 6 p.m.

Free Movie, downtown or Camp Buckeley
Lyceum 8 p.m.

Monday, June 17th
Water aerobics, 6-7 p.m., Marine Hill pool
Tae kwon do, 6:30-7:30 p.m. Marine Hill gym
Free Movie, 7 p.m. CBQ

Free Movie, downtown or Camp Buckeley
Lyceum 8 p.m.

Tuesday, June 18th
Bingo, Windjammer, 6 p.m.
Tae kwon do, 6:30-7:30 p.m. Marine Hill gym

Free Movie, downtown or Camp Buckeley
Lyceum, 8 p.m.

Wednesday, June 19th
Water aerobics, 6-7 p.m., Marine Hill pool
Dart tournament, 7p.m., Liberty Center, CBQ
Tae kwon do, 6:30-7:30 p.m. Marine Hill gym

Free Movie, downtown or Camp Buckeley
Lyceum, 8 p.m.

Thursday, June 20th

Final sports league rosters are due to J5 by
noon.

Tae kwon do, 6:30-7:30 p.m. Marine Hill gym

Free Movie, downtown or Camp Buckeley
Lyceum, 8 p.m.

Changing of the guards: 401st leaves

First MP company on
ground heads home

By Army Spc. Frank N. Pellegrini
The Wire

Before the fird detainee arived, before
Camp X-Ray was even a camp, before they
even knew exactly what their part in Opera:
tion Enduring Freedom would be, the soldiers
of the 401« Military Police Company -- motto
“Always Firgt” -- were here. And now they're
going home. )

“When we got here January 6, we didnt
know what to expect,” said 2nd Lt. Roscoe E.
Woods. “There was nothing here for us. X-
Ray waa't finished beng built yet. It cer-
tainly wasn't atypica deployment in terms of
what we ve been trained for. But the soldiers
and NCOs adjusted well, and did what needed
to be done."

For thefirgt few weeks that meant alifein
Guantanamo Bgy thet, while better perhgps
then normd field conditions, was onethet few

arivas here since have known: twelve-hour
shifts, dirt floors, no running weter.

The rest of Guantanamo Bay wes right
down the road -- the movie thegter, the NEX,
the McDondd's But if the trooPs weren't
working, they weredesping. Andi

they were

awake, and had the [
time, thecompany’s
round-the-clock &
shifts often freed |
soldiers long dfter |
theshopsof GTMO
had closed ther

doors.

And then there
was the maiter of
the misson. Nor-
madly, the skills of
the 401t center on
law enforcement in
a wa zone bdtle |.¢
field circulation f

TN
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Ray, and later a From leftto right: Pvt. Brandon T. Schaefer, Pvt. Sara M. Felix, and Pvt. Gary D.
Camp Ddta, there Fish, detainee guards with the 401st, reminisce at the company’s farewell barbecue.

was no wer. There

were only the leftovers of one -- the detainees
that begen ariving only days dafter the 401t
did -- and suddenly this unit of military
policemen found itsdf having to retrain onthe
ground and learn the business of corrections.

“The Maines gave us someadditiond cor-
rectionstraining,” said Staff Sgt. Corey J. Cor-
win, a quad leader in the company. “Wed
had some previous
training for maintain-
ing security in a pris-
oner of wa camp
during wartime, but
that wasn't too applica
ble ather. It was avery
different chdlenge”

But the company's
commeander, Capt. Luis
R. Hernandez, sad thet
through it dl -- getting
cdled up on a Friday
and going “wheds up’
on a Sunday, dart
off with Iirt\t(ljg}/n thewg
of preparation and less
in the way of accom+
modations, and landing
inthe middle of amis-
son they hadn't redly
been previoudy trained
to do -- his soldiers
camethrough.

“It wes rough
for awhileplrtetvt\)/las hard
toadjudt,” hesad. “But
| never heard a com
plant out of them.
They've been great.”

Tueday, the sol-
diers of the 4014 cde-
brated a misson wel
donewith abarbecueat

Photo by Army Spc. Frank N. Pellegrini Vvi rdmlll Ba:h. Wlth
Capt. Luis R. Hernandez and 1st Sgt. Ronnie E. Phillips man the grill.

1¢ Sgt. Ronnie E.

F’nillipsongrill and filling bellies with ham-

burgers pad for by MWR -- whose varied

sports program Phillips credited with keepi

hlsmlggrg hedthy a%sanefor SxX mortl ng

everyone had achance to St amid the sun and
and look back on their time here.

“ esay thisjobisessy, that any soldier
or s?lagrploous% dol|t," sa'egséorwir?yAnd in
terms of what the actud day-to-day tasks are,
the correctionswork, maybethat’ strue. Butin
normd correctionstype work there isnt a
large internationa politica influence, and dll
the pressuresthat come with it.”

“In addition to that, ther€'s the nature of
who the detainess are, why they're here” he
sad. “You haveto be so careful because of dl
the persond fedingsthet areinvolved in this.

“You've got to reman professond a dl
times, and keeping up that professondism
every day for 9x months is tough,” he sad.
“But wedl didit. I'm proud.”

It was dso time for the 4014 to look for-
ward -- to going home.

“They cal GTMO ‘the least worgt place™
sid Hernandez. “Fort Hood, where we're
from -- we cdl that ‘the great place to be’
We're looking forward to rediscovering the
difference.”

“How dowefed?Wereal very -- how can
| say it? - heppy to get home and see our
wives” sad Corwin.

Soc. Mark Scheffer, adriver with the com+

, was due to get out of the military M
gg;]%/he misson herg(-:E'I-- andtheArmytgyoplcgs
policy that camewith it -- prevented that.

His hair a regulation-gretching length in
his find days, Sheffer sad he was looking
forward to getting on with aplanned career in
correctionsin the civilian world. But, he said,
he didn't mind the extra month if it meant
being apart of thismisson.

“Afterdl,” hesad, “it ought tohdpmeon
my resume.”
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Outgoing “Wire” editor gets
inaugural Commander’s Coin
for a JTF job well done

Army Commanding Gen. Rick Baccus
presents the first JTF-160 Commander's
Coin of Excellence to Army Spc. James
Strine, June 7, 2002.

Strine, FORSCOM Journalist of the
Year for 2001, designed the coin himself
while serving as editor of the weekly JTF-
160 field newspaper The Wire from Janu-
ary to June.

"It meant a lot to me to receive the first
awarded coin, because it took me a lot of
time to develop it," said Strine.

Strine thanked the JTF-160 staff for the
coin and said he was glad he was able to
see it before he and the rest of the 27th
Public Affairs Detachment left Guan-
tanamo Bay to return to the 10th Mountain
Division at Fort Drum, New York.
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Meeting the Press

Army Commanding Gen. Rick Baccus fields reporters’ questions at the JTF-160 weekly press brief-
ing. What's it like being on the other side of the table? “Covering the operations here has its ups and
downs,” said Matt Dolan, a full-time military reporter for The Virginian-Pilot in Virginia Beach, Va.
“Phrases like ‘operational security’ can drive us crazy sometimes.” But working for a paper so near
the huge naval base in Norfolk, Va., gives Dolan some relief when it comes to finding an angle. “So
many of our readers have been stationed here, so there’s a story just in how life at GTMO has
been changed by the detainee operation.” The short answer: quite a bit.

Maovie
Schedule

Friday, June 14
8P.M. Spirt Stallion of the Cimarron (G)
10 P.M. Scorpion King (PG-13)

Saturday, June 15
8P.M. The Rookie (G)
10P.M. Van Wilder (PG-13)

Sunday, June 16
8P.M. Murder By Numbers (R)

Monday, June 17
8P.M. Enough (PG-13)

Tuesday, June 18
8P.M. Star Wars Episode Il (PG-13)

Wednesday, June 19
8P.M. Monsters Ball (R)

Thursday, June 20
8P.M. The Sweetest Thing (R)

Man on the street

Compiled by Army Spc. Chris S. Pisano and Army Spc. Joseph A. Morris

This week’s
guestion:

What
keeps you

CROSSWOrQ

N77\& Work It Out!

Across

3. Physcd exercise

6. Quadriceps (plurd)
7.Burly

9. Sow running

12. Beat of heart per minute
14. Hoiging weights

15. Front leaning rest

16. With oxygen

17. Chinlifts

Down

1. A bodily excretion
2.“Sdedraddle hop
4. Robusgt

motivated? 5. Supple

Coast Guard AMT2
Jake Proesch
CG Air Station

Representing the
Coast Guard. Get-
ting the job done
while having a good
time motivates me.

Army Staff Sgt.
Robert Lofton
114th MP Co.

Physical training and
good Army chow
motivate me. I'm 21
years in, so this
deployment is a
drop in the bucket.

Navy YNSN
Chrystal Huff
MEPS, Dallas

Loving my job,
which is processing
clearances. Com-
petitive sports and
beating the Army
motivates me.

Army Sgt. Roger
Rettkowski
339th MP Co.

Keeping busy in this
military life motivates
me. Reuniting with
my family keeps me
driving on.

Army 1st Lt.
Cedric Sherard
418th Trans. Co.

My soldiers. If 'm
not motivated,
they're not. Now, 17
days and a wake-up
has my motivation
high.

8. Physcd traini

1oa%ewch ng

11. Bring weights to chest

13. Lifting weights repegtedly
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Proudly serving in a Navy of one

By Navy Petty Officer 1st Class
Christopher Sherwood
Special to The Wire

The Army-led detainee operations in
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba has a Navy Heli-
copter Pilot as second in command of the
Joint Detention Operations Group.

The JDOG d&ff is comprised of the
Army 455th MP Brigade Liaison Detach
ment. The BLD oversees one battalion
staff, severa MP Companies and one
Mechanized Infantry unit.

Lt. Cmdr. Paul LeBrasseur is the only
Navy officer attached to the JDOG. Asthe
executive officer of the JDOG staff,

LeBrasseur has the responsibility of over-
seeing the physical care, feeding, housing
and security, inside and outside the deten-
tion camp.

The XO billet for IDOG was origindly
intended for an Army officer; and was
manned by an Army officer for one month
Bﬁf_ore LeBrasseur assumed the respons-

ility.

éyack in his hometown of Lakeville,
MN, LeBrasseur isaFederal Agent/Depor-
tation Officer for the Department of Jus
tice lmmigration and Naturalization
Services (INS). He tracks down, arrests,
then deports the criminals, fugitives and

L
3
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Photo by Army Pfc. Jean -Carl Bertin

Navy Lt. Cmdr. Paul LeBrasseur, the sole Navy servicemember on the Joint Detention Operations Group

staff, poses in front of his favorite flag.

illegal aliensto their home countries.

LeBrasseur has been in on high-profile
operations before -- he wasinvolved in the
detention of Zacarias Moussaoui, who is
suspected of being involved in the plan-
ning of the 11 Sept attack on the World
Trade Center in New Y ork City. Hisefforts
supported the FBI's investigation by keep-
ing Moussaoui in INS custody on immi-
gration violations until the FBI could
formally charge Moussaoui.

Because of LeBrasseur's civilian record,
his active and reserve history and his atten-
tion to detail in his previous position asthe
Future Plans Officer for operations in
GTMO, he was recommended for the XO
position by the commanding officer of
detainee operations for Operation Endur-
ing Freedom here.

Recognizing the experience and qudifi-
cations of LeBrasseur, the Army extended
the executive officer’s position to him.

“I have complete confidence and trust in
his abilities. Heisloyal beyond reproach. |
have no concerns,” said Lt. Coal. Cline,
commander of JDOG. The Army contin-
gent &t GTMO has been more than recep-
tive in having him as their second in
command.

“If | was sent here to be XO, it might
have been different,” said LeBrasseur.
“But being asked by the CO to fill this
ﬁos'tion is the biggest compliment | could

ave had, and | think they respect that.”

The arriva of new MP Companies
recently here aa GTMO has presented a
new challenge; LeBrassuer must go
through the normal adjustment period with
the new soldiers.

“Prior to the new MP Companies arrival
everyone knew me. It's different now,” he
said. “For me, adjusting to new faces. For
them it's adjusting to aNavy LCDR.”

“He gets dong with everyone. He's fair
ggardlass of what service or rank,” said

ine.

When Paul left Lakeville he left behind
his family, friends and his 17-year-old
Miniature Pinscher. Even though he misses
them beyond measure, he has no regrets.

LeBrasseur said heis proud to serve his
country in this capacity. He not only has
the responsibility of overseeing the
detainees, but he hasthe occasional duty of
escorting VIPs through Camp Delta to
observe detainee operations.

“As | walk through the camp with gen-
erals and VIPs, we have to talk over the
yelling, heckling and chatter of the
detainees. | can see in their eyes the hate
and disdain that they have for Americans.

It makes him think about what Al-Qaeda
has done--and potentially will do.

Blls cws

Serving their country without reserve

When duty called, these part-timers gave
their all, despite the personal cost

By Arnold Williams

When Army resarvig Jecoue
line Gordon learned late last year
thet she was being cdled to duty,
the divorced mother of two had to
quickly decidewhet to dowith her
children, Augustus, 10, and Kerri-
anne, 13.

“Inthe end, | sent them to two
different friends” said Gordon, 37,
aguidance counsdor a the West-
en Suffok BOCES in Dix Hills
and Copiague resident now sarv-
ing as an operations officer & the
U.S navd base in Guantanamo
Bay, Cuba, where nearly 400
detainees from Afghanigan are
being held for interrogation.

It was not anided Stuation but
Gordon thought her problems
were olved. Yet dter she darted
active duty in January, more trou-
ble surfaced.

She had returned her lessed car
before activation, but the @a
work went awry, causng to
continue receiving monthly bills
then a reposesson notice and,
findly, a warning that her credit
record would be marred if shedid-
n't pay.

“Thedtuationwould havebeen
resolved if | could handle it per-
sondly,” Gordon, amgor, saidina
recent phoneinterview from Cuba

“But that's imposshble from
here”

Housing issues dso burdened
Frank DiDomenico, a New York
City palice officer and Air Force
reservig who has been on active
duty since Sept. 23 a McGuireAir
Force Baszin New Jarsey.

The trouble began in March,
when DiDomenico's wife of 18
months Tyra, received a notice
informing her that the year-long
leaseontheir one-bedroom Coram
goartment -- dso home, by then, to
7-month-old Juliet -- would not be
renewed after its May 31 expira
tion becausetheproperty wastobe
renovated, upgraded and sold.

“So here we are, aoout to lose
our gpartment, while my wife has
to care for our child arrTgl'm stuck
in New Jersey on adtive duty,”
DiDomenico, 29, sad last week
before heading to the Middle Eagt,
visetheguarding of planesa anair

where, asasargeant, hewill super-
bes2

“There is no way we can look
for another place”

More than 83,000 military
reservigs and ndiond guard
troops -- gpproximetdy 20,000 of
themfromNew Y ork State-- were
adtivated for varying durations by

one of 65 Long Idanderswith the
Second Battdion, 225th Marines
ments, credit card payments and
car and truck payments” he said.
“And other basic codts, like dec-
tricdty and water, havent gone
down because I'm awvay.”
Although Nassau and Suffalk
counties civil servants on
active duty the difference between

their military and civilian laries,
only a handful of personnd --
modly law enforcement officers--
qudify. Moreover, federd laws

(Newsday Photo / Nelson Ching)

Air Force reservist Frank DiDomenico and his wife, Tyra, were notified that the
lease on their apartment would not be renewed. They later received an offer of

another apartment.

federd authorities after the Sept.
11 atacks on the World Trade
Center and Pentagon. Like hun-
dreds of their counterparts from
about two dozen units on Long
Idand, Gordon and DiDomenico
knew they might have to save
their country in atime of Iﬁ)ail.

Neverthdess, as the two
resavigs have learned, such sarv-
ice often cariesapre]raléonddprioe

“My eami e dropped,
but theybills hangft sad Maine
Corps resarvig Anthony Dixon,
wmpgaid his$36,000 annud dary
asacorpord isabout hdf of what
hemeadeasasdf-employed potato
chips sdesman.

A Wett Idip resdent and new
father, Dixon, 30, was ectiveted in
December and sent to Camp Lee
unein North Cardling whereheis

“I have the same mortgage pay-

which  guarantee  returning
resarvigs ajob with undiminished
pay and bendfits, often do not
soften financid hardships they
face whilein uniform.

A smdl number of private
employers, usudly prosperous
corporations spurred by a mix of
patriotism and public relaions,
give activated employees
extended sHariesand its But
for reservigs, military d
bri ngslmy some mesaure of Sgscrbg
herdship.

“Sure, I'm losing money,” sad
John Schulz, 36, a Sayville res-
dent whose approximately
$100,000 annud income as a co-
pilat for American Airlines was
trimmed to more than $84,000 in
February when he was adtivated
with the Air Nationa Guard's
106th Rescue Wing in Westhamp-
ton Beech.

“But I'm not goi into
poverty,” added Schulz, was
to go to Turkey thisweek as com-
mander of arescue hdicopter sup-

ing U.S. Air Force patrds in
Irag. “Themainthing istheloss of
time spent with my wife and two
children. You cant put a price on
thet.”

However, adtivetion does not
adways bring trouble. Bill Cline
reishes the responghility of heed-
ing JDOG (an acronym for Joint
Detention Operations Group),
which was edablished earlier this
year & the Guantanamo base

“This job means the world to
me” sad Cling 52, a longtime
Bayport resdent who, in divilian
life, is a deputy Suffolk County
sheriff.

“| fed I'm not only hdping my
cxn_té’try, but mysdf as wel,” he
sd.

Such fedings spurred Cling,
who fought in Vietnam as a
Maine and subssouently became
an Army resarvig, to volunteer for
duty in Bosnia, where with the
rank of mgor he oversav sfety
conditions for U.S. pescekespars
in 1999.

As a lieutenant-colond in
chargeof about 700 American sol-
diers and 400 detainess Cline
doubled his $50,000 sheriff's
sday. Nevethdess, he dressed
thet “doing meaningful work, not
meking money, is what mativates
me”

Gordon's savior was Eric Out-
cdt, finance director for Ami-

ille Toyota After being told
tXab\:)ut theq;esavisfs car trro]gubles,
Outcdt tracked the erant paper-
work, cdled the parent corporation
and corrected the problem.

“She did nothing wrong, and
she'ssarving her country,” hesad.
“I'm ddighted to help her.”

Also hepful wes Jules Reich,
managing patner of Coram Ide
LLC, owner of apartments rented
by DiDomenico and severd hun-
dred other tenants

Whentold of theairman'shous-
ing problem, Reich cdled the sar-
geant and offered to give him an
identical in the same
complex, a& the same rent, for

Yed.

“It's the leest we can do for
someone in dyour Stugtion,” the
executive sad.
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Rice Calls on Military Grads
to Energize National Security

By Linda D. Kozaryn
American Forces Press Service

WASHINGTON - New pergpectives,
new idess and new energy are needed to
combet globd terroriam, Nationd Security
Adviser Condoleezza Rice sad here
Wednesday during commencement cere-
monies & the National Defense University.

“Today, our nation and the cause of free-
dom need dl that you have to offer -- your
idess, your learning and your dedicetion,”
Rice told the graduating class of nearly 500
sudents. “Wars are decided as much by the
supremacy of themind as by the supremacy
of themilitary tedﬁnok%/ that we often think
of aswinning wars. And, of course, warsare
won by people”

ViceAdm. Paul G. Gaffney Il, NDU pres-
ident, presented Rice with an honorary doc-
torate in national security affairs. “As
President Bush's nationd security adviser,
shegtandsat hisright hand during one of our
nation'smogt stressful periods,” he said.

Rice noted that NDU takes the best and
the brightest from the armed forces, the exec-
utive branch and dlied nations.

“Y ou have operated herein an , cre-
ative environment whereintellectud ferment
is U ed and diversty of thought is
rewarded,” she sad. “You have understood

Bl ews

Photo by Linda D. Kozryn
Vice Adm. Paul G. Gaffney I, president of the
National Defense University in Washington,
presents National Security Adviser Condoleezza
Rice with honorary doctorate in national security.

that shifts in gdrategic paradigms require

boldnessin thought aswell asin action.
"Whenyouleavethisplace, try nottolose

that soirit,” shesaid. “1t will not be essy.”

Woltowitz: Dirty Bomb Plot
Highlights WMD Dangers

By Jim Garramone
American Forces Press Service

WASHINGTON--
Deputy Defense Secret;
Phaéjl Wolfgf/vitzdsaid togg/
t ureof and Qaedater-
roriﬁighlights the dangers
posd by the whole range of
wegpons of mass destruction.

Spesking on the CBS
Ealy Show and NBC Today
Show, Wolfowitz said law
enforcement officids cap-
tured Abdullah d Muhgir,
asoknownasJosePadilla, in
the erly of pIottil(ﬁjg to
plant a radiologicd “dirty
bomb” inan American city.

A dirty bomb is conven-
tiond explosives surrounded

radioactive materid.
When the bomb explodes it
goews that materid over a
wideareaiin snoke and ather
paticulate mater. The

bomb's destructive power

on the amourt,
Me of converﬁigl%e
explosves and radioactive
materia used.

Woalfowitz ssid theadmin-
igration has said many times
thet the greatest danger fac-
ing the Uhr;itt%Sta&s is
“countriest ew
of mass deﬂrudioneaevo'hg
work with terrorigts” The
Sate Department ligts saven
such countries Cuba, Iran,
Irag, Libya, North Korea,
Syriaand Sudan.

Al Qeeda leeder Osama
bin Laden has sad that the
acquidtion of wegpons of
mess dedruction by his
organizetion is a religious

U.S. and cadition troops
in Afghanigan found evi-

dence that d Qaeda wes
aggressivey pursuing chemi-

cd, bidogicd, radiologica
and nudear information and
materid.

Defense Secretary Dondd
H. Rumsfdd has said many
timesthat if terror groups get
these types of maerid and
launch an atack, the casuidty
tall would dwarf Sept. 11's

Woalfowitz ssid Muhgjir
éqa(ted out in Brooklyn zr;‘r;d

| asa crimind.
"Sor?g/here alpgtng the way
he got converted to being
somethingdse”

“And out in Pakistan and
Afghanistan he was working
on plots to do the mogt hor-
rendous kinds of things in
this country,” he sad.

Wolfowitz sad the terror-
ig has been dassfied as an

Themilitary can hold him
“urtil the end of the con
flict,” hesad.

Rumsfeld Praises
India for Steps

Forward

ISLAMABAD -- Defense Secretary Don-
ald Rumsfeld wrapped up his visit to India
earlier today by praising Indian leaders for
their concern and interest in resolving the
Kashmir dispute with Pakistan "in an
appropriate way."

A senior defense official who was in the
meetings said an overriding tone through-
out was the desire to get beyond the cur-
rent crisis with Pakistan and to further
develop U.S.- Indian ties.

Intelligence First
Priority With Padilla

NEW DELHI -- The United States is
more interested in extracting intelligence
information than in prosecuting Jose
Padilla, said Defense Secretary Donald
Rumsfeld.

Padilla, a U.S. citizen also known as
Abdullah al Mujahir, was captured May 8
when he flew into Chicago's O'Hare Inter-
national Airport from Pakistan. The Justice
Department transferred him June 10 to
DoD custody. He's being held in a Navy
brig in Charleston, S.C.

"Our interest, really, in this case, is not
law enforcement. It Is not punishment,"
Rumsfeld said. "Because he was a terrorist
or working with the terrorists, our interest at
the moment is to try to find out everything
he knows so hopefully we can stop other
terrorist acts."

Designs Sought for

Pentagon Memorial

WASHINGTON -- DaD officials
announced a competition today to choose
a design for a memorial to honor those
killed in the Pentagon terror attack of Sept.
11. The competition is open to anyone.

Rules will be on the Web at http://pen-
tagonmemorial.nab.usace.army.mil.

Entrants can also receive the rules by
writing: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Bal-
timore District, Public Affairs Office, P.O.
Box 1715, Baltimore, MD 21203.

Deadline for submission is Sept. 11,
2002, at 5 p.m. EDT. The jury will consist
of six sculptors, architects and landscape
architects; a representative from the vic-
tims' families; and two prominent citizens
from the Washington, D.C., area.

MAIL, from page 1

d Hindi.

If the language or regional dialect used
not easily recognizeble, the trandators
their resources together to interpret the
content of the text before it is sent to JTF-
160 J2 or to the Defense Language Insti-
tute, Monterey, Cadlifornia, said Capt.
Quinn Henderson, the officer in charge of
the S2 shop of 160th MPBN out of Tdla
hassee, Fl., now attached to JTF-160.

The more educated detainees simplify
the process by writing their own correspon-
dence in English, said Master Sgt. Pat Tet-
rick, who is aso from the S2 shop.

After the outgoing mail has been
screened by S2, Tart then lists them on a
record sheet and forwards them to the post
officefor ddivery.

Handling mail is not her primary mili-
tary occupational specidty, but she takes
her job seriously. She works six days a
week and comesto work for a seventh day
if there is a lot of mail that needs to be
processed.

She said she tried her best to ensure that
mail flowsin and out without long delays.

"Mail hasto be sent in a specified time,"
she added. "I can't stress enough the impor-
tance of a detainee's mail. As a person, it's
important for me to get my mail," she said
as she was going through a stack of
detainees outgoing mail.

In addition to outgoing mail, Tartisaso
involved in the detainees’ incoming mail.

Theincoming mail process is somewhat
similar to the outgoing process.

Tart’sS1 shop receivesmail from either
the post office or the Internationa Commit-
tee of the Red Cross.

But before the letters or postcards reach
the detainees, Tart has to sort each one of
them and sends them to the S2 shop for
screening and interpretation.

At this stage, the workload increases for
the S2 shop.

Kane, who is heavily involved in the
operation, said that mail becomes the
biggest part of his day.

Getting mail to the detainees is not an
easy process, especialy when thereisalot
of mail that has to go through al the estab-
lished channels.

It takes about five working days for the
incoming and outgoing mail to be thor-
oughly processed.

In the past two weeks, more than 100
pieces of mail have been processed.

But the people who participate in the
daily detainees mail operations strive every
day to respect and preserve the detainees
right to communicate.

Tart, whoison her first overseas deploy-
ment, has been an Army reservig since
1979. She doesn’t complain about her job
a GTMO Camp Dedta. Before she came
here, she used to work as a socia worker
for the public defender's office in Tdllahas-
see.

rmy Sgt. Michelle M. Pessoa

oto by

Army Master Sgt. Debra Tart sorts and logs the detainees' mail as Sgt. 1st Class Digna Rosario takes

a phone message.

When asked about her present job with
themilitary, shesaid, "I don't get much sun,
but | like my job here. It's very detailed,
and it keeps me busy."

From screening mail to watching

Photo by Army Pfc. Jean-Carl Bertin
Capt. Quinn Henderson, reviewing the status of
the mail translation process.

detainees, Kane is busy too. But like Tart,
he wouldn't have it any other way.

“1 love my job,” he said. “This kind of
operation is the best for a Cl agent. It's not
every day that areservist getstodo anintel -
ligence mission of this magnitude.”

“Every day, if | pick up just one piece of
intellig(;yceéll feelplike Ipr% addi ngpto the
larger mission.”

POSTAL PRICE
INCREASE
NOTICE

Effective June 30, 2002, the rate
for a single piece of First Class
Mail will increase from $0.34 to
$0.37. The single—piece card rate
will increase from $0.21 to $0.23.
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34 detainees enter Camp Delta

Surrounded by an extensive array of
security measures by land, sea and air, 34
suspected terrorists arrived here Wednes
day. They represent the latest of 84
detainees who have arrived here for in pro-
cessing and detention at Camp Ddltain the
past week.

Camp Delta now has 468 detainees.

“Qur primary mission here is to receive
and hold detainees in support of the War on
Terrorism. Today was a good day for us.

We helped get 34 suspected terrorists off the

bmldlg%dmd out of the fight,” said Army

Lt. Col. Joe Hoey, amiilitary spokesman for

Joint Task Force 160, the multi-service

ﬁommand in charge of detention operations
ere.

“As long as weve got these suspected
terrorists here, well treat them humandly,
because were a nation of laws, but you can
also rest assured they won't be planning or
participating in the murder of thousands of

innocent victims” said Hoey.

After arriving at the 612-unit facility, the
detainees were in-processed and screened
by medica personnel. In-processing
includes showers; issuance of comfort items
such as a Koran and toiletries; and writing
an optiona letter that will be mailed to
whomever they choose.

Camp Ddta was first occupied on April
28 when 300 detainess, first held at Camp
X-Ray, were moved to the newer facility.

Pentagon wears new face at dedication

By Gerry J. Gilmore
American Forces Press Service

WASHINGTON - If the Pentagon was a ({8

person, it might just be smiling right now asit
wearsagpanking new coat of bright limestone
acrossitswestern wall.

A terorig-hijacked airliner dammed into
thet wal nine months killing 184 e
Today, Deputy Def erggoSen:retgrgy PaJFI)e\?VpId-
fowitz participated in a Pert;
ingdl gatqoeupg dedmetmnagmcaowle into that
once ruined west wall.

Wolfowitz sad loca commuters passing

the Pentagon have “witnessed a trul
Pgmarkd)letraws‘ormation" s'noetheterrorigt
attack.

“Today, well finish one important part of
thet remarkable transformation,” he contin-
ued, "We will restore to its rightful place a
block of Indiana limestone that builders first
placed here Sx decades ago.”

A discolored block of stone taken from the
ruins of thewest wall after the attack was used
to cap the niche where the dediication capsule
would be placed. The stone is inscribed with
the date of the atack. renovation
program maneger Waker Lee Evey, with
Wolfowitz a his sde, placed the cgpaule into
the niche. Then, with the help of construction
workers, the cagpstone wes inserted into the
opening.

The cgpaule containsitems such asasgned
photograph of President Bush with Secretary
of Defense Donad H. Rumsfeld standi
sdethe Pentagon, handmede cards and letters
of condolences from schodl children, medd-
lions from Rumsfdd and Air Force Gen.
Richad B. Myers, charman of the joint
Chiefs of Staff, Arlington County firefighter
and police patohes a Defense Protective Ser-
vices patch, a plague ligting the 184 victims,
and more.

Items to be placed insde the capsule were
digolayed to the news media yedterday a a
Pentegon briefing hosted by Charles S. Abell,
assdant secretary of defense for force man-

agement policy.

The dedication cgpsule, Abdl said, “is our
way of remembering and memoridizing the
victims and the events of Sept. 11 and to rec-
ognize the good works of the many dedicated

e on the condruction crews whove
ped us reconstruct the Perttagon so quickly
andsowdl.”

The cgpsuleisn't meant to be opened likea
time cgpsule, he said. “We don't intend to di
this out a any specific date in the future
have it avalable for higtorians and the curi-
ous” he added. “We just expect it to be there
to commemorate the victims and the rebuild
ing effort and the war on terrorism.”

Wolfowitz then read doud a letter from a
Cdifornia schoolgirl named Amanda

“‘Dear N, | believe we can al pull
together and show what America means. To
me, folowing the atacks last September,
America means wisdom, strength, endurance
andfreedom.””

“Amanda, youvegot it exactly right,” Wol-
fowitz sad to the audience, noting thet the
qudlities outlined in the girl's | etter “do define
America”

He praised the congtruction workers, noting

Photo by Gerry J. Gilmore
Deputy Defense Secretary Paul Wolfowitz speaks at the June 11, 2002, ceremony marking the installation of
the last limestone block in the repaired outer wall of the Pentagon damaged by terrorists on September 11.

have worked hard “ armed with hammers
saws” to recongtruct the damaged Penta-

“Wlth your hearts and hands you have
rebuilt this symbol of American vaues and
srength, soneby stoneand wethank you,” he
added.

Wolfowitz noted thet the Pentagon recon-
druction crew, in the batle
“Let's Rall,” adgptng 11 hero T
Beamer. A aboard United Airlines
Hight 93 on Sept. 11, Beamer sad to fdlow
ﬁiﬁmgas, “Let's rall!” before rushing their

ijackers TheplanecrashedinaPennsylvania
fleld klllln%a} aboard. Beamer and hisfdllow
e been credited with sacrificing

themsel ves to save countless others.

The 184 men and women who died & the
Pentagon were %nots he noted, representing
vduesdientotheterrorigts.

uoting Defense Secretary Rumsfeld,
Walfowitz said: “Those Americans died
because of how they lived, as free men and
women, proudoftherfreedom proud of their
country, and proud of their country'scause, the
cause of humean freedom.””

Get quick, quality care at Aid Station

By Army Spc. Michelle M. Scsepko
The Wire

Troops a Guantanamo Bay have little feer
of fdling casudty to bullets and bombs. It's
thesmdler th;gstha can put asoldier out of
commission impede misson cgpabilities
here,

That's where the Aid Station comes in.
“The good é;uys on the troops side” sad
Coast Guard Hedth Services Senior Chief
Mak H. ONed.

Set up as atriage to treat al sck cdl but

Photo by Army Spc. Michelle M. Scepko
Wiles continues his medical checkup with a quick
look into Paxson’s ears.

cgpable of sving
servicemembers
lives, it sequipped
with the life-pack
12, which endbles
the &ff to resus
citate patients if

necessay.

However, mog
patients who walk
up to the little red
medicd cross a
the MWR build
ing on Windward
Loop and enter
theAid Sationare
smply in need of
fadt, efficient

comein for treetment of common cold symp-
toms -- the sniffles and somach aches. Latdy
alot of people have come in complaining of
headaches” said O'Nedl.

Thead gationisrespongblefor tregting al
sck-cdl patients from Windward Loap, East
Caavella and Villamar. Their hours of opera
tion are 0700-1630 Monday through Fnday
Patients having any emergencies after those
hours mugt cdl 911 and will be taken to the
hospitd.

In comparison to the hospitd, the aid sta
tion is much smdler in sze and Mmanpower.
However, their efficient work and skill enable
them to trest an average of 15-20 patients
daly. More then 1,385 pdients have been

Photo by Army Spc. Michelle M. Scsepko
medica assgance Coast Guard Petty Officer 2nd Class Kevin P. Wiles checks the blood pressure of
to get their bodies Coast Petty Officer 3rd Class Gary N. Paxson.

back to full
misson capability. “The mgority of patients

cared for since January.

“During our time here, we are evolving. We
are tking advantages of lessons learned and
improving the quelity for tr sidH
td %oremanng 2 regtsll?edgatc()aopS -

The Aid Station, primarily composed of
Coat Guard servicemembers, dso bendfits
from thejoint task environment on GTMO by
having servicemembers of al sripes working
withthem sSdeby sde

“This wes a great misson. Working with
Navy and Army has made this the most
diverse stuation I've taken part in my last 25
yearsof my service” sad ONedl.

So if you need ad, don't be afrad. Just
come ondown to the Aid Station & the bottom
of the loop.

Photo by Ay Spe. Frk N. Pellegrini

Let’'s go
surfing...
sooner
or later

Three would-be wave-catchers
wait on shore for some peaks on
a sunny Tuesday afternoon at
Windmill Beach.
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Cardboard boats hit blue seas to keep morale above water

By Army Spc. Chris S.Pisano
The Wire

It samazing what you can do with alittle duct tape, card-
board, paint and some motivation.

Good times st sal last Saturday at the Salling Center
here when the second annud MWR's Great Cardboard
Boat Regattawas hed.

A flet of cretively designed boats arrived with stylish
namesin tow like“TheTiki Barge” “TheBlitz Crew,” “M
& T Express” “Rub-a-dub dub in a Gitmo Tub,” “USS
Jeson,” “2 Swedt” and “It' son the Barge.”

Therulesweresmple All boats had to be constructed of
recyded cardboard — painted, of course— with no cdlular,
fiberglass, plastic, wood or flotation materias alowed in
the congtruction. The boats, to be propdled only by oars,
paddies or parts of the body, had to race out to a turning
pa'(jrwarked by ared buoy around 200 ft. and then return
to .

When the contest began, “2 Sweet” took off likealight-
ening bolt from Mt. Olympus, with the mgegtic “Tiki
Barge’ in avery dose seoond. “It's on the Barge” hed a
tough time on the high sess, while “Rub-a-dub dub it's a
Gitmo Tub,” way out of course, zZigzagged itsway whereno
cardboard boa?\]asgonebefore Y

The waves of excitement were high just before the turn-
ing paoint, when the harsh wind of poor luck blew in on
“The Blitz Crew,” which floundering from the art, dra-
maticaly sank. However, the crew was quickly rescued by
life guards, and their ravaged vessd brought beck to shore.

Asthe race cameto adose, the unassuming “2 Swedt,”
driven by Nolan Butler and Nick Basdl, took a sweet and
victoriousfirg place. Right behind it, was“ The Tiki Barge’
a seoond place. “Rub-a-dub dub in a Gitmo Tub,” after
obtaining some fast determination, zigzagged its way back
on courseto sed awel earned third place.
by(él‘,oming inlg&mtmrimic“ussmn,” captahorr'l;%

ementary & Meagan Heitman, wi
ashow for hersdf as she epicdly sruggled to makeit in.
With a life guard a the reedy, the ner sunken vess
returned to port, and Meagan was greeted by a thunderous
crowd.

After everyone settled down from the excitement, Craig
Basd, the MWR director, announced the winners and gave
out the awards. Inthe Y outh category, “Rub-a-dub dubina
Gitmo Tub” took firg place, with“M & T Express’ coming
in second and USS Jason taking third. For the Open cae
ggg/, “2 Sweet” took firgt, “The Tiki Barge’ took second,

“It sonthe Barge’ placed third.

Thentherewere specid categories. For Best Boat Name,
“Rub-a-dub dub in a Gitmo Tub,” for Best Theme, “USS
Joson,” for Begt “Titantic” Snking, “The Blitz Crew,” and
for Best Looking, “The Tiki Barge”

“TheTiki Barge,” congructed from amyriad amount of
beer boxes and manned by a five-person crew from the
115th Military Police Battdion, by far raised theber in card-
board boat congtruction.

Themanwho designed it, Army Sgt. Robert Kaiser, said
they were too many beer boxes floating around Windward
Loop and thought they could be to better ue A
necﬁawiczi g%Jlgnee” rlq(ca)yecieiizing in Fglmauticai enginesring,
Kaser designed the pirate ship-like vessd to hold 2000 Ibs.
of crew, and if it sprung alesk, it could hold an additional

%898 Ibs of weter. It took him and his team a month to
ild.

Such effort pad off, and the event overal was agrand
SUccess.

“It went redly great. This is the second year we have
doneit, andit' sjust alot of fun,” said Basd, who organized
the event. “They put alot of work into those boats, and they
peddle their butts off. It redly brings the community

together. It wasn't about being competitive, just having fun.”
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Photo by Army Spc. Joseph A. Morris

Victory won't be delivered this day as “It's on the Barge” struggles to bring its

valiant cargo back to shore.

Photo by Army Spél Joéeph A. Morris
Unsure if her boat, the “USS Jason,” will stay afloat, Meagan Heitman drives on.

Photo b Army Sc.

Hard work pays off as Meagan basks in the adoration of the crowd.

The race is on and the boats are gone as “2 Sweet” takes an early lead, with “The Tiki Barge” in a close second. “Rub-a-dub dub in a Gitmo Tub” takes the wrong tack, leaving the crowd wondering if its
crew would ever come back.

Photo by Army Spc. Joeseph A. Morris
The crew of the “Tiki Barge” races to shore, where cold ones are on ice awaiting their arrival.
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~ o y ly Spc. Jseph A. Morris
With his hand on the award for “Best Looking” boat and his
mind on those beers, “Tiki Barge” designer Sgt. Robert Kaiser,
115th Military Police Battalion, proudly accepts his prize.



